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Sauropod dinosaurs are by far
the biggest creatures ever to have
walked on Earth. New research
hints at how they got to be so
gargantuan. By Michael D. D'Emic
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82 Deep-Sea Dilemma
Mining the seafloor could boost
production of clean energy tech-
nology. It might destroy irreplace-
able ocean ecosystems in the
process. By Olive Heffernan
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A class of rare, doomed stars
enshroud themselves in mystery.
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The latest science on a widely
misunderstood psychological
condition. By Diana Kwon

r

COMPUTING

56 An AI Mystery
Researchers are struggling to
understand how artificial-intelli-
gence models know things no one
told them. By GeorgeMusser
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60 The Dementia Defense
When criminal behavior overlaps
with degenerative cognitive
disease, the justice system often
falters. By Jessica Wapner
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68 The Long Shot
After decades of frustration,
scientists finally have successful
vaccines and treatments for the
respiratory disease RSV.
By Tara Haelle
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SCI Smoking
This special report documents
how smoking continues to kill.
The global decline in this deadly
habit must be accelerated.
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ON THE COVER
Argentinosaurus is the biggest definitive
sauropod dinosaur on record. It weighed an
estimated 75 metric tons. Sauropods attained
the largest sizes of all terrestrial animals, and
they evolved these supersized proportions
again and again over the course of their
150-million-year history. New research hints
and how-and why-they became giants.
Illustration by Chase Stone.
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